
2010 Educators of the Year 
 
Melanie Allen 
English Language Arts, grades 6-8 
Rafael Hernandez Two Way Bilingual K-8 
 
At the Hernandez, Melanie Allen dresses for success – her students’ success, that is. Melanie does 
everything – including appearing in period costume -- to help her middle school students appreciate 
the complexities of serious literature. As a result, Melanie’s pupils read works way above their grade 
level.  
 
She hones other skills as well – including test taking.   In this two-way bilingual school – where all 
students are instructed in English and Spanish – every one of Melanie’s students have passed the 
MCAS these last five years.                 
 
Melanie recognizes the importance of creating a supportive school climate. Her peer leadership 
program, writes an appreciative 8th grader, “makes school a fun and safe place to learn.” 
 
 
Ilsa Bruer 
English 
Edward M. Kennedy Academy for Health Careers 
 
This summer, students from the Edward M. Kennedy Academy for Health Careers will join their peers 
from other schools for a six-week field service project in the Dominican Republic. This opportunity is 
just one of the many Ilsa Bruer creates to tap the potential, build leadership skills, and expand the 
horizons of her students. 
 
Ilsa Bruer cares deeply about her students’ success – and they know it. “Ms. Bruer,” writes a grateful 
student, “is always available before school at 6:00 am, at lunch and after school to help any student. 
She has inspired, motivated and understood me. Failure is not acceptable in Ms. Bruer’s class.” 
 
 
Patricia Dervan                                
Occupational Skills Development Program 
Brighton High School 
 
Three years ago, with years of experience under her belt, boundless energy, and a leap of faith, Pat 
Dervan embarked on a new venture, Brighton High’s Occupational Skills Development program. 
Today, the program is a model, providing young adults with special needs limitless opportunities to 
learn and grow. 
 
Lauded as a “miracle worker”, Pat works non-stop to develop service projects that integrate her 
students into the Brighton High community. “Mrs. Dervan,” writes a colleague, “never sees limitations 
in her students, but instead recognizes and develops their very special talents. Not only has Pat 
Dervan become a role model for staff, her students have become role models for all students.” 
 
 
Cherrita Distant-Hansel 
Reading Recovery  
Hale Elementary School 
 
Tonight, the Hale School hails Cherrita Distant-Hansel. As the Reading Recovery teacher – and SO 
much more, Cherrita does everything in her power to boost her students’ literacy skills, engage 
parents, and involve the community. 
 
You’ll find Cherrita’s touches everywhere: from decorated bulletin boards in the hallway -- to the 
schoolyard she helped to create -- to the classrooms where you’ll discover her students busy with 100 



Word Challenges, the Young Authors Club, or a Book Publishing Project (And then there are the 
delicious salads she prepares for staff meetings!)   
 
One student sums up the feelings of Cherrita Hansel’s many, many other admirers: “Finally, someone 
who is as helpful and as phenomenal as Mrs. Hansel is being nominated!” 
 
 
Marilou Donnelly                                                            
Special Education 
Lee Elementary School 
 
Marilou Donnelly provides a safe, nurturing learning environment for her students at the Lee. She 
works wonders with her young charges, enabling them to meet success in school and at home. 
 
A true leader, Marilou brings the same zeal to her work with her colleagues. She has spent countless 
hours sharing best practices and mentoring new staff.  One young colleague noted that “Marilou’s 
drive to better the lives of her students is selfless. She works tirelessly to ensure that the curriculum 
works to best suit their needs and skills. I emulate her strategies and ideas, often thinking to myself, 
‘what would Marilou do?’ She is truly an inspiration.” 
 
 
Denise Dryden 
Paraprofessional 
Dearborn Middle School 
 
Denise Dryden is as passionate about the Dearborn today as she was on her first day in the Roxbury 
school, 42 years ago. Her principal notes that when he began as a teacher 23 years ago, it was Mrs. 
Dryden who provided him with the help and support he needed. Seventeen years later, returning to 
the Dearborn as principal, he has again relied on Mrs. Dryden’s sage advice and guidance. 
 
Whatever her students need – whether it’s exemplary academic support, sound counseling, warm 
clothing, or even special homemade soup  - ‘Mrs. D.’  provides. A colleague notes that Dearborn 
students truly believe that “Mrs. D. has the ‘magic power’ to solve all their concerns.” 
 
 
Nancy Lenhart                                                          
ELA/Special Education 
Madison Park Technical Vocational High School 
 
It would have been easy for Nancy Lenhart to continue to do what she has done so well for years – 
provide outstanding instruction to a diverse population of learners at Madison Park.  But Nancy has 
taken on even more. Two years ago, this dedicated educator accepted the challenge of working with 
students district-wide in the system’s Credit Recovery program. With this added responsibility, Ms. 
Lenhart has successfully helped at-risk students make up the work and credits they need to graduate. 
 
New teachers, too, have a special friend in Nancy Lenhart. One young colleague writes:  “I can only 
aspire to become a teacher like her – arriving at school each day with complete patience, kindness, 
and hope for every student.” 
 
 
Peter McCaffery 
Student Support 
Boston Arts Academy 
 
At the Boston Arts Academy, Peter McCaffery has plenty of devoted fans. There – and elsewhere, this 
compassionate counselor is known for his extraordinary outreach, calm and non-judgmental manner, 
and his extreme kindness. He never leaves a student or family member in need, and is available 24-7. 
 



A colleague applauds Peter’s holistic approach and writes that as the school’s Director of Student 
Support Services, Mr. McCaffery wears many hats, which he expertly adjusts throughout the day. She 
writes: “Peter is the ‘go to’ person for students, families, and staff. His empathetic nature, keen mind, 
sense of humor, and immense dedication to his work and to all who are lucky enough to him are true 
gifts.” 
 
  
Teresa “Tracy” Medeiros                                               
Grade 3 
Fifield Elementary School 
 
Tracy Medeiros has an awe inspiring impact on students and families at the Fifield.  The first in her 
school to receive ELL training, this dynamic educator continuously seeks new opportunities to perfect 
her craft and to ignite the interests of her students, during and after school.  
 
Recognizing the key role parents play, Tracy works closely with families to reinforce the home and 
school connection. A mother whose child who had been struggling praises Ms. Medeiros for respecting 
her son as an individual: “Mrs. Medeiros takes time to work with parents and students. She is not just 
a teacher, but an esteem builder. We love her and all she does for our children.” 
 
 
Christopher “Chris” Mee 
History 
Another Course to College 
 
At 6 foot 5 and “with a loving heart, Mr. Mee,” writes one student, “stands out in crowds, but also as a 
teacher and a friend.” 
 
And the superlatives keep coming, from former students who credit this gifted history educator for 
instilling in them a love of history, to scores of his current pupils who claim Mr. Mee pushes them to 
take on new challenges, to his colleagues at Another Course to College who marvel at how 
miraculously Mr. Mee is able to transform even the most reluctant learners into avid scholars. 
 
“Mr. Mee,” summarizes a student, “sets a whole new level of what ‘going above and beyond’ truly 
means.” 
 
 
Sherdene Morrison                                          
English Language Arts 
Mildred Ave K-8 School 
 
From the very first day she entered the building,” writes a colleague, “Sherdene Morrison 
demonstrated an unsurpassed zest for teaching.” 
 
Sherdene embraces new challenges, new experiences, and new opportunities for learning. She has 
invited feedback from veteran teachers, welcomed children with behavioral issues to her classroom, 
and this year, when her school expanded to include elementary grades, it was Sherdene who helped 
to ensure a smooth transition for new staff and younger students.  
 
Admired by her students for her high standards, expert instruction, and fashionable wardrobe, one 7th 
grader writes: “The smile Ms. Morrison wears every morning inspires me to work harder. Ms. Morrison 
is respected and loved by many people, including me.” 
 
 
Evelyn Prophete 
Haitian S.I.F.E. Program 
Kenny Elementary School 
 



Evelyn Prophete transforms English Language Learners into confident English Language readers. Her 
principal notes that with Ms. Prophete’s attention, children newly arrived from Haiti often reach grade 
level within a year.  “And this year, adds her principal, “Evelyn’s skills and caring have been put to the 
ultimate test as we welcomed many new students after the earthquake in Haiti.” 
 
As the co-founder of the Haitian Multi-Service Center, Evelyn works vigorously to support not only her 
students, but their families, providing counseling, and job assistance and education advice.  
 
A grateful student recounts how Ms. Prophete taught her how to read and do math: “What Ms. 
Prophete did for me, I will never forget.” 
 
 
Vickie Robinson                                                   
Paraprofessional 
Mather Elementary School 
 
At the oldest elementary school in the nation, Vickie Robinson brings a fresh approach and high 
energy to work every day. 
 
Need someone to coordinate the after-school tutoring program? 
Facilitate ESL classes for parents at night? 
Help organize school assemblies and special events? 
How about teach early literacy skills to a struggling kindergartener? 
Or calm an older student who could use a willing listener? 
 
No need to even ask Ms. Vickie; she’s already in motion.  Her principal refers to Ms. Vickie as ‘the face 
of the Mather School’, adding that the academic support and nurturing she provides for children of all 
ages truly comes from her heart.”  



Service Excellence Awards 
 
Customer Service 
 
Evelyn Adario 
Assistant Director, Enrollment Planning and Support 
 
As one of her nominators says “her official title barely describes her importance, influence and 
impact”. Evelyn is the “focal point of productivity” always willing to help and get the work done. Her 
‘can do’ attitude and her “ability to take the initiative on complex problems with little guidance and 
turn around analysis rapidly” are major strengths, but it is her “sweet and calming voice” coupled with 
her tenacity and resourcefulness in helping parents navigate the often complex assignment process 
that makes her stand out to co-workers and customers alike.  
 
William “Billy” Grubbs 
Equipment Coordinator, Food and Nutrition Services 
 
“Billy is available, he is knowledgeable, he is hard-working and he thinks beyond the work of the day, 
so that systems are put in place to make the department more efficient” says a colleague. He is out 
front and available to co-workers, school based employees, and other city agencies. An exceptional 
communicator, organized, energetic and honest, he is on the job as many hours as it takes, “which in 
the long run saves us money and frustration” say his many admirers. 
 
 
Outstanding School Leadership 
 
Michael Smith 
House Dean, East Boston High School 
 
“East Boston High School’s motto is ‘class, pride and tradition’ and there is no better exemplar than 
Michael Smith” says a nominator. He warrants the extreme respect and affection of the entire school 
community, described by a parent as “an all-around nice guy who deserves this recognition,” and 
hailed by others for his “compassion, good humor and determination.” A co-worker says Mike is “an 
optimist, a visionary, an honorable and dedicated person. He truly believes in the potential of the 
individual to achieve greatness and that belief is contagious, to the students, staff and families he 
works with.”  
 
 
Michael G. Contompasis “Zeus” Award 
 
Eileen Nash, 
Principal, Beethoven/Ohrenberger School 
 
When asked what makes Eileen Nash a role model for other BPS employees, a parent responded “How 
about grace under pressure?” She was asked somewhat late in the off-season to administer the 
combination two schools and add a sixth grade. “Add to that her confidence and self-assurance to 
allow student, teacher and parent voices to be heard and suggestions taken, plus a focused mind that 
offers follow-through and accountability and finish with commitment to academic excellence.” Says 
another nominator “everything at the school is looking up: test scores, attendance, and parent 
involvement. Eileen would be the last to say she did this on her own: like all great leaders she places 
credit on her wonderful students, able staff, supportive parents, and community partners.” But much 
of what has made the school so strong is her ability to mentor, inspire and form a cohesive community 
by embracing the challenge willingly and enthusiastically. 
 
 


