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We are committed to: 
n  EŶsuƌiŶg eƋual eduĐaioŶal 

oppoƌtuŶitǇ foƌ eǀeƌǇ Đhild;

n  IŶĐƌeasiŶg fuŶdiŶg to pƌoǀide  
high-ƋualitǇ puďliĐ sĐhools foƌ  
all ĐhildƌeŶ; 

n PƌoteĐt loĐal ĐoŶtƌol oǀeƌ sĐhools;

n  “toppiŶg the state fƌoŵ opeŶiŶg 
addiioŶal Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools that  
ǁill dƌaiŶ ŵillioŶs ŵoƌe fƌoŵ  
puďliĐ eduĐaioŶ; aŶd

n  Less tesiŶg aŶd ŵoƌe leaƌŶiŶg.

“aǀe Ouƌ PuďliĐ “Đhools ǁas Đƌeated to oppose the pƌoposed ďallot iŶiiaiǀe to lit the Đhaƌteƌ 
sĐhool Đap iŶ MassaĐhusets. Ouƌ puďliĐ sĐhools ĐaŶŶot afoƌd to lose ǀital fuŶdiŶg ǁhile ǁe aƌe 
seeiŶg pƌogƌaŵs Đut aŶd aĐiǀiies ƌeduĐed.

SUMMARY OF BALLOT QUESTION TO RAISE THE CAP ON CHARTER SCHOOLS

n   EaĐh Ǉeaƌ the state Đould appƌoǀe up to ϭϮ Ŷeǁ Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools oƌ eǆpaŶd eǆisiŶg Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools, 
ǁithout the appƌoǀal of loĐal ĐoŵŵuŶiies oƌ theiƌ sĐhool Đoŵŵitees.

n  Theƌe is Ŷo liŵit to the Ŷuŵďeƌ of Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools that Đould opeŶ iŶ a siŶgle ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ at the 
saŵe iŵe.

n  The ďallot ƋuesioŶ Đould take as ŵuĐh as $ϭϬϬ ŵillioŶ ŵoƌe iŶ taǆpaǇeƌ ŵoŶeǇ fƌoŵ 
MassaĐhusets puďliĐ sĐhools eǀeƌǇ siŶgle Ǉeaƌ.

n  The ďallot laŶguage giǀes pƌioƌitǇ to Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools oƌ eǆpaŶsioŶ of eǆisiŶg Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools ǁheƌe 
͞deŵoŶstƌated paƌeŶt deŵaŶd foƌ addiioŶal puďliĐ sĐhool opioŶs is gƌeatest͟ ďut does Ŷot 
deiŶe hoǁ this deŵaŶd ǁill ďe deteƌŵiŶed.

n  If the state ƌeĐeiǀes feǁeƌ thaŶ ϭϮ Đhaƌteƌ appliĐaioŶs iŶ a siŶgle Ǉeaƌ fƌoŵ ͞pƌioƌitǇ͟ distƌiĐts, 
Ŷeǁ Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools Đould opeŶ iŶ aŶǇ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ iŶ the state, ƌegaƌdless of the distƌiĐt’s test 
sĐoƌes, ǁaitlist Ŷuŵďeƌs, oƌ the leǀel of ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ suppoƌt foƌ Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools.

“aǀe Ouƌ PuďliĐ “Đhools is a gƌassƌoots oƌgaŶizaioŶ of MassaĐhusets faŵilies, paƌeŶts, eduĐatoƌs 
aŶd studeŶts suppoƌted ďǇ the MassaĐhusets EduĐaioŶ JusiĐe AlliaŶĐe, MassaĐhusets AFL-CIO, 
Neǁ EŶglaŶd Aƌea CoŶfeƌeŶĐe of the NAACP, Joďs With JusiĐe, CiizeŶs foƌ PuďliĐ “Đhools,  
MassaĐhusets TeaĐheƌs AssoĐiaioŶ aŶd AŵeƌiĐaŶ FedeƌaioŶ of TeaĐheƌs MassaĐhusets. 
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“ouƌĐe: MassaĐhusets Budget aŶd PoliĐǇ CeŶteƌ

The State Has Not Fully Funded Charter Reimbursements in Recent Years

Percent of charter school reimbursements paid to sending district,  
based on reimbursement formula
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n  EǀeŶ though Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools aƌe ƌeƋuiƌed ďǇ laǁ to ƌeĐƌuit aŶd ƌetaiŶ high-Ŷeed studeŶts, studies 

shoǁ theǇ fail to eŶƌoll as ŵaŶǇ EŶglish laŶguage leaƌŶeƌs, speĐial Ŷeeds studeŶts oƌ eĐoŶoŵiĐallǇ 
disadǀaŶtaged studeŶts as theiƌ seŶdiŶg distƌiĐts.

n AĐĐoƌdiŶg to pƌeliŵiŶaƌǇ 
Department of Elementary and 

“eĐoŶdaƌǇ EduĐaioŶ aŶalǇsis, 
Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools ǁill ďe diǀeƌiŶg 
aŶ esiŵated $ϰϬϬ ŵillioŶ  
iŶ Chapteƌ ϳϬ fuŶds (state 

fuŶdiŶg foƌ puďliĐ sĐhoolsͿ  
from the public schools in  

isĐal Ǉeaƌ ϮϬϭϲ, eǀeŶ ateƌ 

ƌeiŵďuƌseŵeŶt to seŶdiŶg 
distƌiĐts is takeŶ iŶto aĐĐouŶt. 

n “oŵe distƌiĐts, suĐh as 
BostoŶ aŶd HolǇoke, aƌe losiŶg 
as much as 12 percent of their 

sĐhool fuŶds to Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools, 
depƌiǀiŶg puďliĐ sĐhool studeŶts 
of Ŷeeded seƌǀiĐes, supplies aŶd 
eŶƌiĐhŵeŶt pƌogƌaŵs. 

n UŶdeƌ the ďallot ƋuesioŶ 
ďeiŶg pƌoposed, ϭϮ Ŷeǁ 
charters school could be 

appƌoǀed eǀeƌǇ siŶgle Ǉeaƌ, 
with no limit on how much 

money any one district could 

lose to these new charter 

sĐhools. IŶ shoƌt oƌdeƌ, eŶiƌe 
districts could be run by private 

Đhaƌteƌ opeƌatoƌs.

Charter schools are not 
accountable to their  
loĐal ĐoŵŵuŶiies

n  Local school districts have 
no say over whether a 
CoŵŵoŶǁealth Đhaƌteƌ sĐhool  
is loĐated iŶ theiƌ ĐoŵŵuŶiies.  
IŶ MassaĐhusets, the state  
ĐaŶ — aŶd oteŶ does — 
approve new charter schools 
oǀeƌ the stƌoŶg oďjeĐioŶs of 
loĐal eleĐted oiĐials aŶd a 
ŵajoƌitǇ of the loĐal ǀoteƌs aŶd 
taxpayers — the people who 
actually have to pay for the 
Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools — ǁho tesifǇ  
at the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
EduĐaioŶ Đhaƌteƌ heaƌiŶgs.

Charter sĐhools Đreate a tǁo-iered systeŵ of puďliĐ sĐhools desĐriďed  
ďy the ŶaioŶal NAACP as “separate and unequal”

CoŵŵoŶǁealth Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools use eŶƌollŵeŶt pƌaĐiĐes that ƌesult iŶ theŵ seƌǀiŶg feǁeƌ 

high-Ŷeed studeŶts thaŶ the puďliĐ sĐhools. This eŶaďles theŵ to ŵake iŶlated Đlaiŵs of 
suĐĐess ǁithout aĐkŶoǁledgiŶg theǇ seƌǀe a difeƌeŶt populaioŶ.

͞The ďallot ƋuesioŶ ǁould take huŶdƌeds of ŵillioŶs ŵoƌe taǆpaǇeƌ ŵoŶeǇ, 
ĐƌeaiŶg a tǁo-ieƌ eduĐaioŶ sǇsteŵ.͞    —   JuaŶ Coield 

PƌesideŶt, Neǁ EŶglaŶd NAACP

n  The “upƌeŵe Couƌt iŶ the state of WashiŶgtoŶ stƌuĐk doǁŶ that state’s Đhaƌteƌ laǁ oŶ “ept. ϰ, ϮϬϭϱ, 
ŶoiŶg that Đhaƌteƌs aƌe pƌiǀate eŶiies opeƌaiŶg sĐhools usiŶg puďliĐ taǆpaǇeƌ ŵoŶeǇ ǁith Ŷo oǀeƌsight 
ďǇ loĐallǇ eleĐted sĐhool Đoŵŵitees. The MassaĐhusets Đhaƌteƌ sǇsteŵ is siŵilaƌlǇ uŶdeŵoĐƌaiĐ.

WHY WE NEED TO KEEP THE CAP

Charter schools siphon funds from public schools
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Rather than innovate, most charters focus on test prep

Chaƌteƌ sĐhools ǁeƌe oƌigiŶallǇ iŶteŶded to seƌǀe as plaĐes foƌ Ŷeǁ ideas to eŵeƌge aŶd 
theŶ ďe shaƌed. A state auditoƌ’s report ĐoŶĐludes ͞DE“E has Ŷot deǀeloped aŶ efeĐiǀe 
pƌoĐess to eŶsuƌe the disseŵiŶaioŶ aŶd ƌepliĐaioŶ of Đhaƌteƌ sĐhool ďest pƌaĐiĐes to otheƌ 
MassaĐhusets puďliĐ sĐhools.͟

n  Faƌ fƌoŵ ďeiŶg iŶŶoǀaiǀe, ŵaŶǇ Đhaƌteƌs ƌelǇ 
oŶ diƌeĐt iŶstƌuĐioŶ, a tƌadiioŶal foƌŵ of 
eduĐaioŶ iŶ ǁhiĐh teaĐheƌs folloǁ a ightlǇ 
sĐƌipted ĐuƌƌiĐuluŵ geaƌed to iŶĐƌeasiŶg test 
sĐoƌes aŵoŶg a ĐoŵpliaŶt studeŶt populaioŶ, 
Ŷot to eŶĐouƌagiŶg iŶƋuiƌǇ. 

n  The ightlǇ ĐoŶtƌolled atŵospheƌe iŶ Đhaƌteƌ 
schools may in part explain why charter 

sĐhool studeŶts stƌuggle iŶ Đollege. AĐĐoƌdiŶg 
to a ϮϬϭϱ report ďǇ the BostoŶ OppoƌtuŶitǇ 

AgeŶda, studeŶts ǁho gƌaduated fƌoŵ the 
BP“ had a gƌeateƌ ĐhaŶĐe of suĐĐess iŶ Đollege, 
ǁith ϱϬ peƌĐeŶt of BP“ high sĐhool gƌaduates 
— ďut oŶlǇ ϰϮ peƌĐeŶt of BostoŶ Đhaƌteƌ high 
sĐhool gƌaduates — oďtaiŶiŶg a Đollege degƌee 
ǁithiŶ siǆ Ǉeaƌs.

“The Ϯϳ BostoŶ PuďliĐ high sĐhools aƌe ŵakiŶg  
tƌeŵeŶdous pƌogƌess oŶ Đollege ĐoŵpleioŶ.͟

—  BostoŶ OppoƌtuŶitǇ AgeŶda 

ϮϬϭϱ AŶŶual Repoƌt

Instead of sending money to privately run charters,  

we need to invest in our public schools.

n  ϭϲ,ϬϬϬ ǇouŶg ĐhildƌeŶ aƌe oŶ ǁaiiŶg lists foƌ eaƌlǇ Đhildhood eduĐaioŶ. 

n  We Ŷeed to iŶǀest iŶ sĐieŶĐe, teĐhŶologǇ, eŶgiŶeeƌiŶg aŶd ŵath ;“TEMͿ eduĐaioŶ 
to Đƌeate oppoƌtuŶitǇ foƌ all ouƌ ĐhildƌeŶ. 

n  We should also foĐus oŶ eŶƌiĐhŵeŶt pƌogƌaŵs aŶd Đlasses, iŶĐludiŶg aƌt, ŵusiĐ, 
phǇsiĐal eduĐaioŶ, foƌeigŶ laŶguages aŶd AP Đouƌses.

n  Studies also shoǁ that ŵaŶǇ Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools haǀe high suspeŶsioŶ ƌates that uliŵatelǇ push out 
studeŶts, oteŶ foƌ ŵiŶoƌ iŶfƌaĐioŶs.

n  TheǇ also lose ŵaŶǇ studeŶts aloŶg the ǁaǇ aŶd oteŶ do Ŷot take iŶ Ŷeǁ studeŶts to ill those 
slots despite ĐlaiŵiŶg to haǀe loŶg ǁaiiŶg lists. A study of Đhaƌteƌ high sĐhools iŶ BostoŶ shoǁed 
that oŶlǇ ϰϬ peƌĐeŶt of those eŶƌolled as fƌeshŵeŶ ŵade it to gƌaduaioŶ, Đoŵpaƌed to ϴϬ peƌĐeŶt 
of those eŶƌolled iŶ the BostoŶ PuďliĐ “Đhools. 
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Get iŶǀolǀed ďy ǀisiiŶg our ǁeďsite at saǀeourpuďliĐsĐhoolsŵa.Đoŵ

Paid foƌ ďǇ the CaŵpaigŶ to “aǀe Ouƌ PuďliĐ “Đhools
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LOCAL RESOLUTIONS

LoĐal authoƌiies aƌe ďegiŶŶiŶg to take a posiioŶ oŶ the aŶiĐipated ďallot iŶiiaiǀe to lit the Đap oŶ 
Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools. NoŶe haǀe ǀoted to suppoƌt the ďallot ƋuesioŶ. As of Apƌil ϮϬϭϲ, those that aƌe oŶ 
ƌeĐoƌd opposiŶg litiŶg the Đap oŶ Đhaƌteƌ sĐhools iŶĐlude:

Agaǁaŵ “Đhool Coŵŵitee
Aŵheƌst “Đhool Coŵŵitee
AƌliŶgtoŶ “Đhool Coŵŵitee
BaƌŶstaďle “Đhool Coŵŵitee
BelliŶghaŵ “Đhool Coŵŵitee 

BƌoĐktoŶ “Đhool Coŵŵitee
ChiĐopee “Đhool Coŵŵitee
DeŶŶis “Đhool Coŵŵitee
EasthaŵptoŶ CitǇ CouŶĐil 
GƌeeŶield “Đhool Coŵŵitee
Haŵpshiƌe RegioŶal “Đhool Coŵŵitee
KiŶgstoŶ “Đhool Coŵŵitee
Ludloǁ “Đhool Coŵŵitee
LǇŶŶ CitǇ CouŶĐil
MaŶsield “Đhool Coŵŵitee
MoŶoŵoǇ RegioŶal “Đhool Coŵŵitee 

Neǁ Bedfoƌd “Đhool Coŵŵitee
Noƌthďƌidge “Đhool Coŵŵitee
Oǆfoƌd “Đhool Coŵŵitee
Pitsield “Đhool Coŵŵitee
“augus “Đhool Coŵŵitee
“ilǀeƌ Lake RegioŶal “Đhool Coŵŵitee 

“oŵeƌǀille “Đhool Coŵŵitee
“pƌiŶgield “Đhool Coŵŵitee
“outheƌŶ Beƌkshiƌe RegioŶal “Đhool Coŵŵitee
Walthaŵ “Đhool Coŵŵitee
WaĐhuset RegioŶal “Đhool Coŵŵitee
WesthaŵptoŶ “Đhool Coŵŵitee
West “pƌiŶgield “Đhool Coŵŵitee
WoƌĐesteƌ CitǇ CouŶĐil
WoƌĐesteƌ “Đhool Coŵŵitee


