
At the sprawling, massive Biblioteca 
Vasconcelos in Mexico City, a beautiful 
architectural site and a tribute to the rich 
literary history of Mexico City

I'm excited for students to think about the way that all literature comes 
from some specific cultural, linguistic and geographical context. While 
García Márquez, Borges, or Kahlo (in visual arts) all seem fantastic in 
Massachusetts, it is clear from visiting their associated places that 
they are really just transmitting their experiences in the world. 
Planning our discussion of literature with this focus in mind will 
change what students talk about, expanding the scope beyond mere 
close reading.

-Joshua Tetenbaum
 Snowden International



Overlooking Cartagena's Old City and Gethsemani, settings for García 
Márquez's novels, including Love in the Time of Cholera

On one hand, I want to celebrate 
students' research into these texts' 
contexts, which they can do online 
and in books and music. On the 
other hand, I want to encourage 
students to think about their own 
contexts—what affects the art and 
writing they create—and how they 
might think critically about their own 
conscious and unconscious 
influences. Seeing how these three 
artists found inspiration in their 
worlds made me want to encourage 
students' own art forms: in writing, 
visual arts, music, etc.

-Joshua Tetenbaum
 Snowden International



Maureen and Lisa with Maria Montessori at the International Montessori 
Congress in Prague.

The Congress was a wonderful time 
to dip into the well of Montessori 
wisdom and philosophy. It is so 
important to reconnect to the 
philosophy that undergirds our work 
so that we can stay true to principles 
that can guide the future generations 
to a more peaceful way of being in 
the world and to become change 
agents in the world toward that end. I 
learned about breaking systems of 
violence, teaching with nature, art 
and mindfulness and the importance 
of play.

-Lisa Schad, Achala Godino, & 
Maureen Magee-Quinn

 Alighieri Montessori



We made friends from all over the world at the Montessori Congress.

I feel renewed to the greater 
calling & purpose of 
education. It may seem 
idealistic to say that the 
manner in which I teach 
children is work toward world 
peace. But indeed it 
resonates to that level. Maria 
Montessori said "Education 
is the best weapon for 
peace." This doesn't happen 
accidentally but with great 
attentiveness to the child and 
the method of guiding him. I 
will use this experience to 
renew me with a greater 
sense of the purpose & 
importance of this work.

-Lisa Schad 

Alighieri Montessori



Casa Tweetalige Montessori School and two way 
bilingual education

This experience will positively 
impact student learning in new 
ways. I will create more classroom 
projects on Donorschoose.org in 
order to bring more technology into 
my daily instruction and lesson 
planning. Before the fellowship I 
used some technology. However, 
after the fellowship, I was inspired to 
not only use more technology but to 
allow students to have opportunities 
to use technology in order to 
enhance their understanding of the 
general curriculum.



Association Montessori Internationale Headquarters and 
Maria Montessori's Original Study

The most fundamental way this 
fellowship has changed my 
professional perspective is that 
a major factor for a teacher's 
success (traditional or 
Montessori) is that a teacher 
needs to be reflective about 
each individual student's 
needs. If a curriculum is not 
meeting a student's needs, it is 
important for the teacher to 
adjust his or her practice in 
order to best meet student 
needs. The schools I observed 
in the Netherlands effectively 
used both traditional 
Montessori and adaptive 
techniques.



The most fundamental way in which this 
fellowship has changed my professional 
perspective is by making me rethink how I will 
use centers next year. I already purchased 
some Montessori manipulatives to support 
student learning. It’s also evident in the fact 
that children delight in being shown how to do 
simple activities, such as transferring beads 
with a spoon, or rolling a mat, in a very precise 
manner. These points of interest are an 
essential element of playful learning,



I will make sure that in my 
practice I create ways for 
students to explore. Play is 
an activity conducted 
primarily for its own sake. 
While some Montessori 
activities in the Practical Life 
area are the type of things 
adults do as a means to an 
end (table washing, shoe 
polishing, sewing), 
Montessori children explore 
these activities in a totally 
self-absorbed, end-in-itself 
way, choosing to repeat them 
over and over, not to achieve 
a result, but to joyfully engage 
in and master a process.



"Every setting that works with kids and families needs to be 
trauma informed" -Dr. Blaustein from Trauma Center

I am entering my 12th year of teaching, 
and it is only now--after my FFT 
fellowship--that I really understand how 
much trauma has impacted my students 
The different traumas my ESL students 
have experienced--from civil war to 
leaving parents in their home 
countries--have always been silently 
present in my classroom, and I now 
know how to 1) recognize the indicators 
of trauma 2) respond appropriately and 
3) use creative writing to start the healing 
process in my ESL curriculum.

-Nicole Da Silva
 Boston International School



Amazing taking a class and attending a 
reading with Natashia Deon, author of 

Grace

My greatest personal accomplishment with the 
fellowship is my renewed love for writing. During 
Writers Week at Idyllwild Arts, I began to see myself 
as a writer again and dedicate time to my own writing. 
This is immensely important to my classroom 
because high school students are experts at spotting 
phonies. They can tell when you really love 
something, and they are much more likely to buy into 
it.

-Nicole Da Silva
 Boston International School



Here I am pictured with the Bogside artists who are responsible for 
painting the massive murals that dominate the small Catholic 
neighborhood in Derry. The murals celebrate and honor the past 
while focusing on keeping the peace for the future

Many of my students come from 
conflict-ridden neighborhoods 
where violence seems to be 
impossible to stop. In the future, I 
would love for my students to 
complete a peace and 
reconciliation unit of study and 
apply the lesson they learned to 
the issues that they see in their 
community. If my students, armed 
with the knowledge that the cycle 
of violence can be stopped as it 
has largely been in Northern 
Ireland, then perhaps they can see 
how it can end closer to home as 
well.

-Paula Bowles
 Snowden International



This photo shows me with a gentlemen who witnessed the horrors of Bloody Sunday 
in the Bogside in Derry, and was also immortalized in a photo helping to carry the 
body of a teen who later died. His faith and hope for the future was inspiring.

In a history class, 
there is an over 
abundance of 
examples of conflicts 
and strife, but very 
few that emphasize 
the peace and 
reconciliation that can 
follow. After my time 
in Northern Ireland, I 
will help students to 
recognize that in any 
conflict they study, 
whether global, local 
or personal, they 
should be looking for 
the peaceful way 
forward.

    -Paula Bowles
     Snowden  



A view of Antigua, Guatemala from the Cerro de la Cruz hill before we 
hiked back into the town. We stopped by amazing churches and ruins on 

our way in.

I applied to this fellowship with Langdon 
and Frank because all three of us found 
our classrooms increasingly filled with 
Central American students and relatively 
little understanding of their cultures and 
history. The time I spent in Guatemala 
and El Salvador deepened my 
understanding of where my students are 
from and why their families are seeking 
opportunities in Boston. This trip also 
showed me the vibrant culture, 
environment, and communities my 
students had to leave behind to come.

-Christopher Day
 Charlestown High



My favorite part of the trip was having my eyes opened to Mayan 
indigenous heritage. The ruined temple of Tazumal (and the nearby 
ruined village of Joya de Ceren) were a window into a rich way of life 
centuries ago.

I learned about the ways life in 
Central America has changed, 
from the pre-classical and 
classical Mayan era through the 
conquest and colonial period to 
the recent years of civil conflict 
and reconciliation. I have 
gained a critical and analytical 
understanding of how 
individuals choose to shape 
their own identities in a 
multicultural society with 
contested history. Y mi espanol 
es ahora bastante mejor!

-Francis Swoboda
 English High



Here I am viewing a mural of Oscar Romero, painted 
on his home only a few yards away from the church 
where he was assassinated. In many ways, Romero 
is the central figure in Salvadoran history because of 
his love for the people and the poor.

I want to celebrate my students' cultures in 
many ways. I want students to have the 
opportunity to share the experiences they have 
had in their home countries, as well as share the 
experiences they had in getting here. I want 
them to be proud of where their families are 
from and allow their families to feel welcome 
and empowered to share their experiences, 
particularly as they relate to the novels we will 
be reading this year.

-John Morris
 McKay K-8



In Antigua, Guatemala, we were able to see the beautiful 
scenery of active volcanoes overlooking the town.

This has been the best professional 
development opportunity of my life. Even 
planning out our application process was a 
great way for me to work with two close 
friends and to research a new culture and 
land. Since I could dictate my own 
fellowship, I was able to take charge of my 
own learning in a way that I could never 
replicate in a classroom or seminar as a 
student. I felt respected as a professional 
and an adult, which, unfortunately, is not 
always the case in education-based PDs.

-Christopher Day
 Charlestown High



Helping farmers pick tea leaves in Kericho, Kenya.

The biggest impact my students will 
have on my experience is through 
their penpal letters. Throughout the 
year, my students will write letters to 
3rd grade students at the Kilimani 
School and share experiences. 
These letters from Kenyan students 
will help them to understand a typical 
day in the life of a students around 
the world as they are learning 
through their customs and traditions 
literacy unit.

-Kayla Hoff
 Henderson Inclusion School



A visually impaired grade 3 student learning alongside his peers in a 
"mainstream" classroom in Nairobi, Kenya.

My knowledge and skills have 
grown immensely due to my 
experience through Fund for 
Teachers. During my observations 
at the Kilimani School I learned 
new tools and strategies for 
teaching my students with 
disabilities in an inclusion setting. 
In Nairobi, they support students 
with visual impairments in 
becoming independent learners so 
they can transition to successful 
citizens. I plan to take these 
strategies back to my classroom 
when teaching my own students.

-Kayla Hoff
 Henderson Inclusion School



Through a school-wide book drive at the Henderson, we brought 700 books to add to 
the Kilimani library, assisted the librarian in integrating those books into her stacks, 

and facilitated the first library visit with students.

When Kayla and I found out we 
would be going to Kilimani, we 
also wanted to contribute to our 
Kenyan partners. In the end, 
through a school-wide book drive 
at the Henderson, we brought 700 
books to add to the Kilimani 
library. Through fundraising, we 
were able to purchase and 
transport a versatile collection of 
sensory supports. We led a 
workshop with the Visually 
Impaired Department and 
Deafblind Center faculties to 
model the various ways these 
tools can be used to enhance their 
classrooms.

-Theresa Siarnacki
 Henderson Inclusion School



The headmaster at the Kilimani Primary School treated us to an afternoon with 
his family at his home. It was an honor to be invited and welcomed in this way, 

and we left with full bellies and new ponchos!

The fellowship has made me more 
focused, while simultaneously 
expanding my curiosity and 
interests. It has ignited a drive in me 
to pursue more experiential learning 
for both my students and myself, 
and to seek out and highlight 
connections between cultures, 
concepts, and subjects in the 
curriculum.

-Theresa Siarnacki
 Henderson Inclusion School



My first taste of Bosnian ka(h)va. The Croats spell it without 
the "h"; the Bosniaks with. The pronunciation? The same. 
The taste? The same, too.

I’m not a just a teacher. I’m a human being, a 
person with (a) history/ies, (an) identity/ties, 
hopes, dreams, fears. I shed none of that at the 
door to my classroom. My role is not to impose 
my history/ies, (an) identity/ties, hopes, dreams, 
fears on students, but rather to help them 
realize their own, and interrogate how personal 
pasts and present experiences impact how we 
see the world. My experience helped me come 
to terms with my own position, and I hope I can 
help my students in return.

-Paulena Papagiannis
 O’Bryant School



The anniversary of the Srebrenica genocide occurred while I was in Bosnia. I 
saw memorials pop up: signs with the figure 8,372, referring to the number of 
estimated deaths during the massacre; white flowers with green centers, a 
symbol of remembrance

Shortly after my return from Bosnia, 
white supremacists marched in 
Charlottesville. This struck me, as I 
had spent my month in Bosnia 
hearing from teachers about the 
memorialization of their country’s 
civil war. I came back to the US 
energized to confront issues of 
separatism and racism in my 
classroom. The Bosnian teachers I 
met face unimaginable obstacles 
attempting to teach their students to 
confront the past, including their 
own family’s experiences of trauma 
as victims and as perpetrators.

-Paulena Papagiannis
 O’Bryant School



Learning how to photograph murals in the Mission, San Francisco. We 
practiced the act of looking and looking and looking again, and we will 
teach the "how" of that type of looking in our classrooms this year.

We are bringing back so many stories, 
photographs, and artifacts for students 
to experience in our first unit of the 
year. In a school where 43.5% of our 
student population is Latino, these 
particular artifacts will reflect and affirm 
the identity of students who do not 
always see themselves in the 
curriculum. Plus, students will paint 
murals in their humanities classroom, 
allowing them to access symbolism 
and theme in a tangible, colorful new 
way.

 -Alice Laramore
  Frederick Middle



Meeting Dr. Curtis Acosta (of the Dos Vatos 
documentary Precious Knowledge) in Tucson. He shared 
with us his experiences and ideas about teaching in the 
La Raza Program at Tucson High School.

This experience had a profound 
impact on me both as a profession 
and as a person. Not only did it 
strengthen my content knowledge 
but it also breathed fresh life into me. 
I am re-entering this year 
reinvigorated. Having the opportunity 
to learn from Dr. Acosta over coffee 
in Tucson was a moment that I will 
treasure for a very long time. His 
work in the Mexican American 
Studies program in TUSD was one of 
my inspirations to become a teacher 
6 years ago, and meeting with him 
re-grounded me.

- Katharine Atkins-Pattenson
  Gardner Pilot Academy



Noble's mural in Mexico City on our Street 
Art Chilango tour.

We built our project to address the topic of Borders and 
Walls because, both in this particular political climate, 
and in our country more generally, barriers are 
constructed to separate people. By thoughtfully having 
conversations about separation, about differences and 
similarities, about art, and about humanity, students will 
be more easily about to address social challenges such 
as bullying. They, along with the public art they create, 
will jumpstart important about inclusivity and trust.

-Alice Laramore
 Frederick Middle



With my FFT fellow Alice Laramore at The 
Frida Kahlo Museum in Mexico City.

This trip had a huge impact on my 
knowledge, skills, and capabilities. 
I learned so much about how 
murals are created, the function(s) 
they serve in their communities, 
and the symbolism hidden within 
them. I had ample opportunities on 
this trip with guides and with my 
thought partner Alice Laramore to 
practice looking at murals. I 
learned so much about what my 
students will likely experience by 
learning these skills myself.

- Katharine Atkins-Pattenson
  Gardner Pilot Academy



BTU members Alice 
Laramore (Frederick) and 
Kat Atkins Pattenson 
(Gardner) and their 
students were honored 
before a February school 
committee meeting as their 
mural exploring themes of 
welcoming and inclusion 
was installed at the Bolling 
Building. The project grew 
out of the teachers' summer 
2017 Fund for Teachers 
fellowship Paredes que 
Hablan (Walls that Speak) 
during which they explored 
the murals of the American 
West, Mexico, and the 
Caribbean.



Had the amazing opportunity to help send off baby leatherback turtles off to the ocean 
to begin their journey!

Service learning units are the perfect opportunity to help students 
feel like they are an important part of their community. This can start 
with the school community and eventually grow into helping the 
global community. In Boston, there are always issues to be looked at 
as a community and take a stance on. I feel what is most important is 
that students are learning about an issue, forming their own opinion, 
and then sharing their knowledge to others in an informed way.

 -Suzanne Roddy
  Harvard/Kent Elementary



On a jungle safari on the hunt for 
crocodiles!

My greatest accomplishment of this 
Fellowship was taking this journey alone. 
Entering Costa Rica with very little Spanish 
language in my pocket was a little scary; 
however, this experience helped renew my 
faith in humanity and in myself. This journey 
forced me to take risks and push me out of 
my comfort zone. I met and collaborated with 
people from across the globe. I proved to 
myself that I can take risks and be 
successful, which will help me grow as an 
educator as well as an individual.

-Suzanne Roddy
 Harvard/Kent Elementary


